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muzhik, tovarishtsh, can climb as high in rank as his ability
will permit. That's something, isn't it ?'

'It is, it is,' echoed several voices with enthusiasm. ... I
looked at Pavel, expecting a caustic comment on his
outburst of approval. But he lay still, staring into space.

'Only one thing we lack,' remarked the Young Cora-
rnunist dolefully ; 'we lack technique (technical development).
Akh, if we only had American technique I We'd have
tractors, electricity, threshing machines, ay, and automobiles.
At our last conference a speaker from Moscow told us that
the heads of our party are now giving aij their time to the
study of technique, as without it the Societs ca-finot hope to
compete with the capitalist governments. And he told us
that we'll have technique in time, as good as America has
now. And he was right. If we could drive the Poles and
the Whites and all the foreign armies out of our land, we can
develop our own technique'

Carried away by the fervour of their beliefs, the Young
Communist and Vassil and several of the other youths pro-
ceeded to expatiate on the plans they had worked out to
further the cause of the Revolution in the village. In the

autumn they'd move from the village of K-----,  the building

which the Soviet had offered Ihem for a school-house. They'd
do it even if the old people should persist in their opposition.
A large house it was, with many spacious rooms, which
they'd turn into a library, a theatre, class-rooms, an assembly
hall, where they could hold meetings, lectures, discussions.
The Soviet and the party had promised to send them speakers
from the city, cultivated, enlightened revolutionaries, who
could tell them of the new ideas that the big men in Moscow
were continually working out. They'd stir up a real revo-
lutionary spirit in the village even among the women, wean
them from the church, the priest, and teach them science.
All the good things in life came from science, didn't they ?
Lenin had said that so many times, and at every conference
and meeting speakers kept emphasising the great need of
propagating science among the masses. . . . Wasn't it science
that had made possible America's great technique 9 And
science, when spread among the masses, will make possible
the development of Russia's technique . ,. science, that was
the great hope of the Soviets, the only salvation of Bussia !